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39 CFR Ch. I (7–1–04 Edition) Pt. 6 

PART 6—MEETINGS (ARTICLE VI) 

Sec. 
6.1 Regular meetings, annual meeting. 
6.2 Special meetings. 
6.3 Notice of meetings. 
6.4 Attendance by conference telephone 

call. 
6.5 Minutes of meetings. 
6.6 Quorum and voting. 

AUTHORITY: 39 U.S.C. 202, 205, 401(2), (10), 
1003, 3013; 5 U.S.C 552b (e), (g). 

SOURCE: 59 FR 18451, Apr. 18, 1994, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 6.1 Regular meetings, annual meet-
ing. 

The Board shall meet regularly each 
month and shall meet normally on the 
first Monday and Tuesday of each 
month. The first regular meeting of 
each calendar year is designated as the 
annual meeting. Consistent with the 
provisions of § 7.5 of these bylaws, the 
time or place of a regular or annual 
meeting may be varied by recorded 
vote, with the earliest practicable no-
tice to the Secretary. The Secretary 
shall distribute to the members an 
agenda setting forth the proposed sub-
ject matter for any regular or annual 
meeting in advance of the meeting. 

[68 FR 28773, May 27, 2003] 

§ 6.2 Special meetings. 
Consistent with the provisions of § 7.5 

of these bylaws, the Chairman may call 
a special meeting of the Board at any 
place in the United States, with not 
less than 8 days’ notice to the other 
members of the Board and to the Sec-
retary, specifying the time, date, place, 
and subject matter of the meeting. By 
recorded vote a majority of the mem-
bers of the Board may call a special 
meeting of the Board at any place in 
the United States, with the earliest 
practicable notice to the other mem-
bers of the Board and to the Secretary, 
specifying the time, date, place and 
subject matter of the meeting. 

§ 6.3 Notice of meetings. 
The Chairman or the members of the 

Board may give the notice required 
under § 6.1 or § 6.2 of these bylaws in 
oral or written form. Oral notice to a 
member may be delivered by telephone 
and is sufficient if made to the member 

personally or to a responsible person in 
the member’s home or office. Any oral 
notice to a member must be subse-
quently confirmed by written notice. 
Written notice to a member may be de-
livered by telegram or by mail sent by 
the fastest regular delivery method ad-
dressed to the member’s address of 
record filed with the Secretary, and ex-
cept for written notice confirming a 
previous oral notice, must be sent in 
sufficient time to reach that address at 
least 2 days before the meeting date 
under normal delivery conditions. A 
member waives notice of any meeting 
by attending the meeting, and may 
otherwise waive notice of any meeting 
at any time. Neither oral nor written 
notice to the Secretary is sufficient 
until actually received by the Sec-
retary. The Secretary may not waive 
notice of any meeting. 

§ 6.4 Attendance by conference tele-
phone call. 

Unless prohibited by law or by these 
bylaws, a member of the Board may 
participate in a meeting of the Board 
by conference telephone or similar 
communications equipment which en-
ables all persons participating in the 
meeting to hear each other and which 
permits full compliance with the provi-
sions of these bylaws concerning public 
observation of meetings. Attendance at 
a meeting by this method constitutes 
presence at the meeting; and no Gov-
ernor attending by telephone may re-
ceive compensation, except for a spe-
cial meeting by conference telephone 
that is more than one hour in duration, 
or a special committee meeting be-
tween Board meetings called under § 6.2 
of these bylaws. 

[63 FR 57912, Oct. 29, 1998] 

§ 6.5 Minutes of meetings. 

The Secretary shall preserve the 
minutes of Board meetings prepared 
under § 4.7 of these bylaws. After the 
minutes of any meeting are approved 
by the Board, the Secretary shall 
promptly make available to the public, 
in the Communications Department at 
Postal Service Headquarters, or in an-
other place easily accessible to the 
public, copies of the minutes, except 
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United States Postal Service § 7.2 

for those portions which contain infor-
mation inappropriate for public disclo-
sure under 5 U.S.C. 552(b) or 39 U.S.C. 
410(c). 

§ 6.6 Quorum and voting. 
As provided by 39 U.S.C. 205(c), the 

Board acts by resolution upon a major-
ity vote of those members who are 
present. No proxies are allowed in any 
vote of the members of the Board. Any 
6 members constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business by the Board, 
except: 

(a) In the appointment or removal of 
the Postmaster General, and in setting 
the compensation of the Postmaster 
General and Deputy Postmaster Gen-
eral, 39 U.S.C. 205(c)(1) requires a favor-
able vote of an absolute majority of the 
Governors in office; 

(b) In the appointment or removal of 
the Deputy Postmaster General, 39 
U.S.C. 205(c)(2) requires a favorable 
vote of an absolute majority of the 
Governors in office and the Postmaster 
General; 

(c) In the appointment, removal, or 
in the setting of the compensation of 
the Secretary, Assistant Secretary, or 
other necessary staff, a favorable vote 
of an absolute majority of the Gov-
ernors in office is required; 

(d) In the adjustment of the total 
budget of the Postal Rate Commission, 
39 U.S.C. 3604(c) requires a unanimous 
written vote of the Governors in office; 

(e) In the modification of a rec-
ommended decision of the Postal Rate 
Commission, 39 U.S.C. 3625 requires a 
unanimous written vote of the Gov-
ernors in office; and 

(f) In the approval, allowance under 
protest, or rejection of a recommended 
decision of the Postal Rate Commis-
sion, the Governors act upon a major-
ity vote of the Governors present, and 
the required quorum of 6 members 
must include at least 5 Governors; 

(g) In the determination to close a 
portion of a meeting or to withhold in-
formation concerning a meeting, 5 
U.S.C. 552b(d)(1) requires a vote of a 
majority of the entire membership of 
the Board; and 

(h) In the decision to call a meeting 
with less than a week’s notice, 5 U.S.C. 
552b(e)(1) requires a vote of a majority 
of the members of the Board. In the de-

cision to change the subject matter of 
a meeting, or the determination to 
open or close a meeting, 5 U.S.C. 
552b(e)(2) requires a vote of a majority 
of the entire membership of the Board. 

PART 7—PUBLIC OBSERVATION 
(ARTICLE VII) 

Sec. 
7.1 Definitions. 
7.2 Open meetings. 
7.3 Exceptions. 
7.4 Procedure for closing a meeting. 
7.5 Public notice of meetings, subsequent 

changes. 
7.6 Certification and transcripts of closed 

meetings. 
7.7 Enforcement. 
7.8 Open meetings, Freedom of Information, 

and Privacy of Information. 

AUTHORITY: 39 U.S.C. 401(a), as enacted by 
Pub. L. 91–375, and 5 U.S.C. 552b(a)–(m) as en-
acted by Pub. L. 94–409. 

SOURCE: 59 FR 18451, Apr. 18, 1994, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 7.1 Definitions. 
For purposes of §§ 7.2 through 7.8 of 

these bylaws: 
(a) The term Board means the Board 

of Governors, and any subdivision or 
committee of the Board authorized to 
take action on behalf of the Board. 

(b) The term meeting means the delib-
erations of at least the number of indi-
vidual members required to take ac-
tion on behalf of the Board under § 5.2 
or § 6.5 of these bylaws, where such de-
liberations determine or result in the 
joint conduct or disposition of the offi-
cial business of the Board. The term 
‘‘meeting’’ does not include any proce-
dural deliberations required or per-
mitted by §§ 6.1, 6.2, 7.4, or § 7.5 of these 
bylaws. 

[59 FR 18451, Apr. 18, 1994, as amended at 61 
FR 36499, July 11, 1996] 

§ 7.2 Open meetings. 
(a) It is the policy of the United 

States, established in section 2 of the 
Government in the Sunshine Act, Pub-
lic Law 94–409, 90 Stat. 1241, that the 
public is entitled to the fullest prac-
ticable information regarding the deci-
sionmaking processes of the Federal 
Government. The Postal Service is 
charged to provide the public with this 
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